
can scarcely discern the difference ; and when the patient is free from
gastric sinking, as in the milder cases he is tolerably so for several hours
every day, a superficial observer, at these times of remission of the dis-
tress of the stomach and its attendant symptoms, usually detects no tinge
of typhus syncopalis. Such difficulties in the diagnosis, it is said, do not
occur after cholera has been once developed, or at any rate not till the
collapse is removed, and a consecutive fever supervenes.

Middletown, Conn. August 7, 1832.

CHOLERA AT NEWPORT.

Dr. Turner's account of the first Cases of Cholera at Newport. Commu-
nicated for the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal by J. C. War-
ben, M.D.

Newport, August 3,1832.
To Dr. John C. Warren, Boston.
Dear Sir,—I will allow myself to make a brief but circumstantial state-
ment of the only cases of cholera (two in number) which have existed in
this town. I am the more willing to do so, in consideration of the erro-
neous rumors and statements tbat have been circulated upon the occasion,abroad, I find, as well as amongst ourselves, some of which, it seems, have
created a corresponding apprehension respecting the safety of two mem-
bers of your family, at present on a visit here.

Having availed myself of ample means of acquiring a satisfactory
knowledge of the most important circumstances connected with these
cases, the correctness of the following statement may be relied on.

Two unmarried females, of about 38 and 42 years of age respectively,
were the unhappy subjects—both of them persons of ordinarily good con-
stitutions. They left Montgomery county, forty miles above Albany,where they had been spending several weeks on a visit, about the twelfth
of July, in perfect health—took water passage to Albany, where theyremained four hours on board the steamboat, in which they arrived at
New York, after an ordinary passage—landed on the west side, and
passed immediately over to the east side of the city, through the upper
part of it, to the packet Hero, lying there, as passengers for Newport,and remained on board, with 35 other passengers, the four days previousto her sailing, which was on the morning of Tuesday, the 17th. After a
passage of 24 hours, arrived in our harbor the next day about noon, where
the vessel was immediately quarantined near Rose Island, all the passen-
gers but eight or nine taking up their quarters at the United States bar-
racks at that island, fitted up for quarantine purposes. The two cholera
patients above-mentioned were amongst the small number that remained
on board the vessel. All the passengers remaining well on the eveningof the 24th, they were, by an order of the Board of Health, released from
quarantine at sun-rise next morning (unfortunately without the health
officers ascertaining that serious illness had occurred on board the vessel,in these two instances, in the course of the night). Two hours after,these patients, with the other passengers, landed in the town at the head
of Bannister's wharf, and were conveyed in a carriage to the house of a
relative in Spring Street.
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At nine o'clock an urgent application was made for mo to visit them as
soon as possible ; but being engaged in a circle of business which carried
me out of town, I did not return in season to sec them until about noon,
when I found Dis. Dunn and Hazard with them (who bad preceded mo
about an hour), earnestly and anxiously employed in administering the
most appropriate internal and external remedies for their relief. We
were of opinion that they were strongly marked cases of malignant or
spasmodic cholera, and agreed upon the propriety of their being imme-
diately reported as such to the Board of Health. Miss Ilorsewell, the
patient first attacked, seemed to us in the state of irrecoverable collapse.
Miss Peckham (attacked a few hours later), although her case was ex-
treme and strongly marked, was perfectly rational, and capable for live
hours of answering intelligently to any question put to her. Her state-
ment was, that they dined on board the vessel the «tlernoon previous, and
ate moderately of fresh meat and green peas. On being scrutinizingly
questioned as to the quantity and quality of the latter, she assured us that
they were young, tender and well cooked, and that neither of them ate
more than a teacupfull, after which they took no solid food ; that at
about nine o'clock they both went to bed, free from any complaint, she
not having bad any previous bowel complaint, although her friend had
had a slight one, for a few days before, which had at that time subsided.
At about eleven o'clock her friend began to be affected with severe cho-
lera morbus, and herself with the same symptoms three hours later,
which continued upon them when they were visited by the health officer
in the morning. The woman of the house where they were carried in-

 formed me, that, upon entering her door, she was extremely shocked with
their appearance, their countenances, as she expressed it, being fright-
fully haggard and sunken.

This being the first introduction amongst us of this new and frightful dis-
ease, we all agreed on the propriety of notifying all the practising physi-
cians in the place of the event, that they might, without exception, have
an opportunity of making their observations upon its symptoms, &.c.—
which opportunity they all availed themselves of, in the course of the
afternoon. Miss Horsevvell died at eight o'clock in the evening, and
Miss Peckham about five hours after. They were both, as soon as pos-
sible after their decease, enveloped in tarred sheets ; the first was interred
about midnight, and the other before sun-rise. Early the same morning
the bedding and clothes of the deceased were buried to the depth of some

feet, and all due purificatory measures, as respected the house, were,
under the direction of tbe Board ofHealth, with the advice of the faculty,
thoroughly executed.

The latter part of the same night, Miss Chace, a passenger in the same

vessel, who performed her quarantine likewise on board, and went imme-
diately afterwards to her home in the town of Portsmouth, was attacked
with the same symptoms, and became so much alarmed by nine o'clock in
the morning as to send for her physicians, who found her in the asphyxiai
state of the complaint, which terminated fatally at 3 o'clock, P. M.

Another passenger, Mr. Bowen, who lodged and spent much of his
time in the cabin likewise, went to Bristol immediately on being released—
became ill the next day with the same cholera symptoms, under the en-

durance of which he sunk in a few hours. These are the only cases of
the kind we have heard of from amongst the whole number of passengers.
It forces itself upon our notice that they were all amongst the few who
staid by the vessel ; for if the latter did not take all his meals there, he
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lodged on board every night. Ts it not probable, then, that the seeds of 
cholera were received in Xew York,  and that the predisposition fhvorir~g 
the developement o f t h e  consequent disease was created by the compara- 
tively confined and close air of the vessel's cabin, whilst the more f'ortu- 
nate number, who took their better velitil3ted quarters at Rose Island, 
avoided such predisposition, and consequently escaped its dreadl'ul conse- 
quences ? 

T h e  period since the introduction of this pestilence amongst us has 
been a time of most anxious expectation. W e  have encouraged ourselves 
with the belief, that the extraordinary purity of our atrnospllcre, exempt 
a s  it is from all rnalarious and other deleterious vapors, would, aided by 
the  due cnutionary measures adopted, give us a reasonable prospect of 
being less severely dealt with by this frightful enemy than the inhabitants 
of other places less Iiaroral)ly circumstanced in these respects ; and a s  
nearly nine days have now elapsed since t h e  interment of its victims in 
this town, without the occurrence of any new cases, either amongst their 
attendants or their fellow citizens, we feel rnuch strengthened in this - 
cheering hope-aware, at the same time, that a few days'  escn~ption more 
must pass away before this hope can be fairly settled into sanguine confi- 
dence. With great respect, 

Your  friend and ob't servant, W. TURSER. 
P. S. T h i s  town has been unusually healthy since the 1st of July-a 

circumstantial evidence of which is, that, with a population exceeding 
eight thousand, only six deaths have occurred during the month, two of 
which were of'strangers, one of whom arrived here, a few clays previous 
to  his decease, in the last stage of n protracted liver complaint; and the 
other was of pulmonary consumption. O f  the remaining four deaths, 
which were amongst our citizens, one was immediately killed by a stroke 
of lightning. Since, however, the death of the two cholera patients de- 
scribed, we have had three other fatal cases c f  bowel complaint, oecur- 
ring in one Family in this town (the mother and two children), pronounced 
by the attending physicians to be spasmodic cholera. Whatever  may 
have been the exciling cause in these instances, we have no reason to 
doubt that the subjects were predisposed, in the highest degree, to  be  
affected with severe bowel complaints, frbm local causes confined to the 
spot, calculated to produce the most offensive and unwholesome exhala- 
tions. This, I understand, was evident to thc physicians and other per- 
sons who went to the house before it was cleansed, who found the foul 
air there generated esccssively offensive. Yours, Sic. W. T. 

EXPERIMENTS WIT11 SULPH.4TE OF nfORPIIINE. 4 

Results of Experiments with, a n d  Observations upon, Sulphate of JMor- 
piline. B y  WILLIAM TL~LLY, b1.I).  prof^-ssor of Materia Medics 
and Therapeutics in the Medical Institution of Yale College. 

THE only series o f  experiments for the purpose of determining the 
~ r e c i s e  medicinal powers of Rlorpl~ine,.of 1vhich I have any knowledge 
are those of D r .  B d y  (of France)  ; and even with these, I an1 a c q r ~ a i ~ ~ t -  
e d  only through what I take to  be a mere sunlmary of his results, ab- 
stracted from a European periodical. As far as  I can ascertain from the 
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